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Personally, I found the Second World War section entitled “The
Finns: A Special Case” (132-140)—drawing from the seminal work of
Mikko Ylikangas—one of the most fascinating elements. It has helped
to explain partially the much-higher performance of the greatly out-
numbered Finnish commando units in their engagements with invading
Soviet forces during the Second World War. As it turns out, Finnish
troops had personal medical kits containing heroin, opium, and Pervitin
(an early type of crystal meth) that chemically enhanced their stamina
and other human performance factors over extended combat mission
periods.

For contemporary military officers and strategists, Kamienski’s
book provides a very informative historical overview of the use of nar-
cotics in warfare from classical Greece into the early 21st century. Given
the United States’ decades-long conflicts with irregular armies, often
partially composed of child soldiers, the two chapters on them (12 and
13) should almost be considered mandatory reading—though much of
the irregular armies information has been drawn directly from US Army
War College professor Paul Rexton Kan’s scholarship. The work also
provides a rare glimpse into how and when US mulitary personnel may
possibly utilize prescribed narcotics such as “go-pills” and “no-go pills”
(263-282) for mission performance requirements. The book does not,
however, yield any insights into potential near-peer (e.g. Russian) or peer
(e.g- Chinese) competitor military use of such performance-enhancing
narcotics and thus must be considered one of its few limitations.

In summation, this exceedingly informative work, especially when
combined with Paul Rexton Kan’s seminal Drugs and Contemporary Warfare
(Potomac, 2009), would provide an excellent textbook foundation
from which to teach a military university course focusing on this still
esoteric—yet increasingly mmportant—component of modern military
activities. It is easy-to-read, affordable, and a gem of a work produced
by a little-known, yet brilliant, academic hailing from the esteemed
Jagiellonian University in Krakéw, Poland.
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he Drone Debate by Avery Plaw, Matthew S. Fricker, and Carlos R.

Colon is a comprehensive book on the debate around the United
States’ use of unmanned aircraft outside conventional battlefields. It 1s
particularly suited for teaching as it provides the reader with a broad
understanding of the 1ssues surrounding the US drone campaigns.

The three authors work together at the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth; Fricker and Colon are co-founders of the University’s Center
for the Study of Targeted Killing, In six chapters, plus an introduction



